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Environmental Assessment submitted for pre-approval review

DOE takes next step in reconfiguration process
During a press briefing Monday,
December 22, the DOE announced that
it continues to reconunend its preferred
alternative to consolidate the majority
of the nonnuclear activities in the weapons complex.
In making the announcement, Secretary of Energy James D. Watkins said,
"I foresee no new weapons production for the near future. The work
remaining for the production plants will
be almost exclusively related to dismantlement, maintenance, evaluation
and safety of the current weapons stockpile.
"The most efficient and cost effective way to conduct this work, now and
in the future, is by consolidating most
of this work at a single site," he added.
As part of the December 22 announcement, the DOE released two studies which focus on the consolidation and
also indicated that an Environment:d
Assessment (EA) regarding the consolidation proposal had been prepared.

Environmental assessment
prepared
"We are beginning to reap the
benefits of winning the Cold War,"
Watkins continued, "and today's (December 22) EA provides a road ma p for
shrinking part of the nuclear weapons
complex that will save the taxpayer
hundreds of millions of dollars per
year while still maintaining our security."
The EA has been distributed to affected states and Indian Tribes for their
comments prior to DOE approval. This
step is part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.
This review period will end on January 29 and the DOE must consider all
comments received from the states and

Indian Tribes before approving or
modifying the EA.
If justified, a proposed Finding Of
No Significant Impact (FONSI) will be
released to the general public during
early Spring for review and comment.
The final EA will be available for
reference.
As a direct result of the Bush-Yeltsin agreement, the EA distributed late
last month has been modified from the
original preferred alternative for consolidating nonnuclear activities as
announced by Adm. Watkins in December 1991.

Considering the very low workload resulting from no new weapons
production, the DOE now has to place
increased emphasis on strategies for
maintaining technical competence for
the critical nonnuclear technologies of
nuclear weapons.
The preferred alternative still involves consolidating most of the work
at the department's Kansas City plant
and closing nonnuclear activities at
the Mound, Pinellas and Rocky Flats
plants. In a few cases, the department
Continued on back

What December's announcement
means to MMSC ...
"We fully expected the announcement that was made late last year (December 22) by the DOE regarding nonnuclear consolidation," said MMSC
President Chuck Hall.
"We've known all along that the
Environmental Assessment (EA) would
be ready in the December-January time
period," he added.
Hall also pointed out that the EAand
the DOE studies (quoted in the adjacent
article) arc not announcements of plant
closing, but just part of the decision
making process required by the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) when a consolidation is being
considered.
Alongwith the review of the EA by
the affected states and Indian Tribes, the
DOE will also be submitting a plant by
plant, nonnuclear consolidation cost effectiveness study to Congress sometime
this month.
Congress will then have 90 days to
review this study. If these reviews re-

main on schedule, the DOE is predicting
they will be able to publish a proposed
Finding Of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) sometime in May.
"It's not until the Congressional review is completed and the FONSI is
published that decisions will be made
and consolidation activities can begin,"
explains Hall.
"As we've said in the past, Martin
Marietta fully supports our customer and
will abide by its final decision," Hall
said. "But until that decision is made we
will continue to make sure that all the
available information is considered.
"No matterwhatthe future holds for
us, we still have a mission to accomplish
in this business and it is vital that we all
work together to meet our goals and
commitments," Hall added. "Pinellas
employees have always been recognized
throughout the DOE for their skills and
dedication and it is important that this
reputation is maintained."
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now proposes preserving critical technologies at the department's R&D
laboratories where components were
developed. These technologies a re essential to support and preserve the reduced
nuclear weapons stockpile.

Two studies released
Along with the announcement that
an EA had been prepared and distributed to the affected states and Indian
Tribes, the DOE also released two
studies which focus on the consolidation
of nonnuclear manufacturing activities.
The first study, known as the Two-

Site Nonnuclear Consolidation Study,
evaluates consolidating nonnuclear
manufacturing activities at any two of
the current dedicated nonnuclear plants.
The study concludes that the singlesite option for consolidation is the best
way to protect the capability of the complex while achieving maximum savings
in annual operating costs .
"Consolidation at Kllnslls City will
avoid between one and a half billion to
several billion dollars in life-cycle costs
over the two-site consolidation alternatives examined," said Watkins. "This
conclusion alone renders all of the twosite options unreasonable, and they have,
therefore, been eliminated from further
analysis."
The DOE announcement went on
to say that as a result of recent workload
and budget reductions, it is imperative
tosignificantly reduce personnel levels in
the weapons complex so that there
will be sufficient work to support a core
work force of technical and production
employees.
"Consolidating simila r activities at a
single location will enable us to utilize
and retain key skills and technical capabilities that are needed to maintain an
enduring stockpile," added Watkins.
The second study, the Tritium Consolidation Comparison Study, assesses
the comparative costs and radiological
risks of consolidating weapons complex
tritium maintenance, processing and storage activities. These activities are presently performed at the Mound plant and
the Savanna h River pIa nt.

Based on the findings of this study,
the DOE has concluded that there is no
reason to change its previously announced preferred alternative to consolidate these activities at Savannah
River.
Both of these studies will be avail-

able for public review in DOE Reading
Rooms at the Mound plant, the Pinellas
plant, the Savannah River Site and the
Kansas City plant and also at the DOE
Freedom of Information Reading Room
in Washington D.C.

Questions about announcement answered
Followingareanswers tosomeearly
questions received about the announcement. Anyone having additional questions should submit them in writing to
the Communication Office at Mail Stop
005.

Q:

Have decisions already been made?

A:

No. The Envirorullenta I Assessment,
a requirement under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
is one part of the decision making
process. Identifying a preferred
option is provided for under NEPA
and is appropriate. A decision will
be made only after the NEPA process is completed and the DOE has
considered all appropriate factors.

Q:

What is different here from what
the DOE announced in December,
1991?

A:

Since the December, 1991 announcement of the preferred
option to consolidate nonnuclear
manufa cturing activities, President
Bush announced additional nuclear
weapons arsenal reductions. As a
result, the workload over the foreseeable future has been significantly reduced and the DOE must
move rapidly to reduce costs while
preserving the minimum essential
mix of production capabilities and
technological skills in the weapons
complex. The Kansas City plant remains the preferred option for consolidation of the majority of nonnuclear production work. Sandia
and Los Alamos National Labs are
now considered the best sites for
maintaining certain technological
expertise which would be essential for supporting the Nation's
nuclear weapons stockpile.
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Q:

Didn ' t Congress pass legislation in
October that restricts DOE from
closing these plants?

A:

In the FY 1993 Defense Authorization and Energy and Water Appropriations Bills, Congress required
that DOE prepare and submit a cost
effectiveness study, plant by plant.
The required studies are scheduled
to be submitted to Congress this
month . The legislationrestricts DOE
from implementing consolidation
activities until 90 days subsequent
to delivery of the studies to Congress.

Q:

Why is the EA not being made available to the public?

A:

If supported by the EA, the public
will have an opportunity to review
the proposed FONSIinMarch, 1993.
At this time the EA has been provided to only affected states and
Indian Tribes for pre-approval review and comment. Copies are also
being provided to the Congressional
representatives of those affected
States and the Appropriations and
Armed Services committee members for information.

Q:

How can I get copies of the two-site
study, the tritium report and the EA?

A:

The Two-Site Nonnuclear Consolidation Study and the Tritium Consolidation Comparison Report are
available now for review in DOE
public reading rooms at each site.
Copies may be obtained by writing
the U.S . Department of Energy,
Office of Nuclear Weapons Complex Reconfiguration, P.O. Box
3417, Alexandria, V A22302. When
available in March , the final EAcan
be obtained in a similar manner.

